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Note: The informstion in this report confirms and amplifiez previous
reports on 3iberisn Relliways and particulerly clarifies waich railways uander
the various Five Year Plans have besn completed in Siberia.) '

AMUR RATLWAY

The Soviet Far Eesztern or Amur Resilway--from Ferymekaya (114-20, 51=40) slong
the Shilka and Awur Rivers to Khabarovek (Poli) (135-04, 48-28) and Komsomolek,
apd from Xhabarovsk to Viedivoatok--is adminietered from two centers, Chite
(113-30, 52-02} and Khaherovsk. The following are the reasons for ths control
by these two centers and the linss which ere 2dminis tered from esch of the two
elties;

2. Chitas Becmuse the former Transbeikal Railway=~from Slyudyanka {103-46,
51-40) to RKerymskaya, with branches from Karymskaye to Sratensk (117-42, 52-15)
and from Rarymskeye to Manchouli (117-29, 4936 }o~was included in the so-eslled
Molotovskaya (former Chitinskeya) Reilway, which covers the section from
Slyudyanke %o Svobodny (former Alekseyevsk 128-08, 51-23) with a bramzh line
from Svobodny to Blagovescheask (127-30, 50-18), opposite Heiho (127=28, 50-15).
bo HKhabarovsk:; This edministration center ccvers the lines from Sveaodny %o
Ehabarovsk and Xcnsomolsk nnd from Khaberovsk to Vliadivostok. There ars branch
lines to Birobijen (Birobidzhan) (132-68, 48-47), frow Veroshilow (13i-58, 43-48)
to Sulfenho (131-09, 44-23) and from Viedivostok to Posieits (13067, 42-42),
near the Korean Border.

BATKAL~-AMUR MAGISTRAL (B&M)

In addition to the complstsd Amur Reilway, the mein lines of the Raikal-Amur
Magistral have alzc bee™ completed. The maiu line extends from Teishst {97-50,
56~10) northesst to Bocafve (11416, 57-50), gcld mining ocenter im thy lens
District, then scutheast through Aldan {125-22, 58-40) and the lLebsdinaii
{123-57, 6400 Gcld Miness, and crosses the Amur Railway %o Jalinda (Jzhalinda)
{123-68, 83~3D). Full scale sxploitation of the railway #nd the ares coversd by
it will not take place urtil next year, when such handicaps as water supply and
minor details of sonstruction will be completed. This line runs over frozen
soll, where the problsm of water supply has beccms one of the most compliceated
engineering problams. .

*éébld mines sppcar on verious mepe at the coordinates reported; howewver, the
town of Lebedinii is at (126-25, 58-12),7
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The BAM alsc includes some minor lines oonnmecting the areas through which flow
the Zeya, Selemja (Selemdszha), Bureyr and Kerbi Rivers. The branch line from
Tygde (126-20, 53-08) to Zeya (127-18, 53-45) is completed. Full scale
construction work is proceading on the line linking Zeya with Ekimchar (133<00,
53-056); this line must be ready by 1948. Ekimchan is already comneoted with
Komsomolsk by rail. Work has started on a line from Ekinchen to the gold mining
town of Kerbi (136-29, 52-26) and on to Nikolayevsk (140-61, §3-12), The line
from Ekimchen to Xerbi is to be completbd by 1948; the line to Nikolayevsk by
1950, Work has also begun on a line from Ekimchen to Udskoye (134-22, 54-29),
copper and pold mining oenter; this line must be completed by 1950 because of
its strategic importance with respect to the Kurile Islands.

The railway 1s now in operation from the port of Ds Kastri (141-49, 61-28),
opposite Sakhalin Island, to Sofiyakoye (139-50, 51=34). The ra’sl lire is
nearly completed from Sofiyskoye to a point (?Sredne=Tambovskoye 13752, 50-48),
apposite Komsomolsk, then south to Sovetskaya Gevan (%40-18, 48=56) across the
Ehretet Sikhote Alin mountains; this line is expected to bs opened mc later than
1949, Also nearly completsd is the railway connecting the so-called Ussuri
Reilways from Sovaigino (unlccated) with Port Olge (135-20, 43-46), near Vladi-
vostok.

BAIKAL~OKHOTSE MAGISTRAL (BOM)

When construction wes sterted on the Baikel-amur Megistral, work wes elso begun
on the Baikel-Qkhotsk Magistrsl. The latter s now under extremely aoccelerated
construotion. The main BOM line oomneots Bodaibo with Okhotsk (143-16, 59-26),
along the Alden and Gonam Rivers. By special order from Stelin this railway must

be completed by 1950, Also under construction is & lime from Okhotsk to Kemchatkao
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